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PRESIDENT'S REPORT TO THE AGM JUNE 2015

This last year has been a changeable year Irepresented the OFA at the CCF annual dinner in April and the
for the Old Foleyans' Association. With Foley Lecture and dinner in May. The guest speaker at the Foley
Peter Jones retiring as Headmaster and Lecture was an Old Foleyan studying at Oxford University, Luke

Jew, Foster House 2000-2009. Luke gave an outstanding lecture
on the Dark Universe, how it all started and how it will all end.

Paul Kilbride appointed as our new
Headmaster.

I welcomed Paul and Emma and their
three young sons the day they first
moved into the Headmasters House on
the 8th Auqust 2014. Paul has been very

supportive of the OFA committee since he arrived here. His atten-
dance and his encouragement for us has been tremendous.

lam pleased to sayI have managed to learn to live with my spinal
disease - one has to suffer a certain amount of pain and discom-
fort if one is to carry out the Presidential duties as I would like to
and to give the utmost support to the Headmaster and OSH.

I have enjoyed my many Presidential duties throughout the year.
The Old Foleyans v School 1st Xl cricket match was cancelled due
to continuous rain from dusk 'til dawn. I visited the School tvwice
in Auqust to congratulate the students on their A level and GCSE
exam results.

I supported the various age group rugby squads mainly through
September and represented the Old Foleyans' Association at the
Old Edwardians Annual Dinner in October.

My enrichment talk to the Upper Sixth in the Great Hall in
November was about my time as a boy at OSH before and dur-
ing the Second World War to which I was overwhelmed by the
welcome and thanks from over 120 students.
At the OSH Remembrance Service in the Great Hall I read one of
the lessons and laid a poppy wreath on behalf of the OFA. The
ceremony was quite moving for me seeing some of the boys who
were with me at OSH with their names on the memorial board.

I have also attended numerous music concerts throughout the
year, mainly in the Foleyan Centre, listening to some incredible
music played by a very wide range of talented musicians. I think
the music at OSH has improved out of all recognition under the
guidance of Tony Bridgewater. Our annual Carol Service at Great
Witley Church was held on 6th December at 3pm, the School
choir under Tony Bridgewater's direction once again excelled them-
selves, as did Charlotte Bradley's singing ofOh Holy Night. Our
Carol Service is such a wonderful start to the Christmas festivities.

l attended the School Carol Service at St. Marys and read one of
the lessons, also went to Maybury House Christmas Dinner and
the Parents Association Christmas Ball.

This year's Annual Dinner was held in the Great Hall on 25th
March, although the attendance was disappointing, especially after
last year's record turn out, it was a most enjoyable evening. Our
guests were Paul Kilbride, Headmaster, Feoffees and Governors.
The guest speaker was Jason Evans-Tovey, a former Head of
School and now a Feoffee. Jason was the first OSH former student
to gain a place at Cambridge University. Jason proposed a very
eloquent toast to the Hospital, the Headmaster replied and
proposed a toast to the Old Foleyans' Association. John Whiting
proposed a toast to Absent Friends, in particular, lvor Wilkinson
former Art and Maths teacher and House master at OSH during
the Second World War who died in December aged 100. Also
Gilbert Harris who had recently passed away.
Eric Hickman and George Partridge ran the raffle, the proceeds
going to the Chris Potter bursary fund which helps provide a
boarding school education for a boy from an under privileged
background with help from the Feoffees. I am again very pleased
to thank Jeffry O'Neill for his generous donation towards this fund.

The School Leavers' evening followed Sports Day in the Great Hall
where the Headmaster invited leavers' and their parents to cele-
brate the time they have enjoyed at OSH. I gave a brief talk on
the benefits of joining the OFA. Afterwards, all were entertained
with canopes and wine in the Foleyan Centre where we sold OFA
memorabilia and memberships.

I would like to thank all the Officers and committee members for
their unfailing support, they are all busy people and yet still find
time to attend our monthly committee meetings. Thank you to
Andrew Hannah who represents the School staff on our commit-
tee and who has taken over from Paul Goode who has retired
after many years of very loyal service to the committee. Thank
you to Steve Taylor our secretary and 'Old Foleyan' editor for pro-
ducing our magazine, David Edwards our Treasurer for looking
after our finances and my thanks to Rob Franks for all he does for
us and to John Whiting especially for organising the Great Witley
Carol Service.

I would also like to thank the Feoffees and Governors, especially
Malcom Wilcox, Jack Edmonds, Mike Billingham and Geoffery
Smith for all their support and for what they contribute toOSH.
The ladies in the School office especially Beverley Hirons and
Helen Oakes for all their help. The School offices are, I think, the
centre of that special OSH community spirit and one is always
made so welcome.

Thank you to the Headmaster for allowing the OFA the use of the
School facilities and for making me so welcome at all times. I am
sure our historic old school is fortunate to have Paul as

the Headmaster, in his first year here he has quietly settled in to
become quite a dedicated OSH man and those who heard his
speech at prizegiving will understand my thinking.

I have been invited to Feoffees lunches in the Eric Moody room
and in Founders Garden. 1 also attended prizegiving in the

Feoffees and Paul Kilbride- Headmaster.

marquee on Top Field, it was another memorable OSH oCcasion
with excellent speeches by Malcom Wilcox- Chairman of

Iregard it as a very great privilege to be able to support the OFA
and my old school at it's various functions, none of which would
be possible without the full support and encouragement of my
dear wife Sue.

I will end my report by repeating a few words I will never tire of
saying: Iam immensely proud to be an Old Boy' of Old Swinford
Hospital and even prouder to have my portrait in the Great Hall.

It is now 77 years since I first sat in th great Hall as a 10 year old
boy to start my OSH journey. I think it is my spiritual home.

I am very proud to wear the Old Foleyan tie and I feel very
honoured and privileged to be your president.

I will do everything possible to support the Old Foleyans'
Association and through the Headmaster do everything in my
power to praise the good name of Old Swinford Hospital.

That gentlemen ends my report.

Maurice EvansJune 2015
OSH 1938-1943



NEWS OF OLD FOLEYANS
Oliver Chan's Wedding at the Aberdeen Marina in Hong Kong

From I to r: Kit and Betty Chan (Parents) Kaydee and Oliver
(Bride and Groom) Patricia and John Whiting

Old Foleyans from I to r: John Whiting, King Ting Fung working as a physiotherapist assistant at a special needs school in
Hong Kong, also a rugby coach for SCAA Causeway BayRFC teaching children rugby, Oliver Chan (Bridegroom) Production
Co-ordinator for Novartis in Singapore, managing an expanding team of up to 56 technicians, Faith Wong Project
Manager at a UK based construction services company in Hong Kong, Oliver Maule relocated to New York as a Business
Architect for Linkedin. Previously, he was working for Linkedin in the Hong Kong office, Orlando Chan (Oliver's Brother)
left OSH 2015 now studying Civil Engineering at Bath University, Patricia Whiting (with John, friends of the Chan Family
in Hong Kong and Guardian to both Oliver and Orlando).

OLD FOLEYANS' ASSOCILATION COMMITTEE
MEMBERS 2015/16

President- Maurice Evans Common Barn Bungalow,
Common Barn Lane, Cookley, Kidderminster,
Worcestershire DY10 3RS Telephone: 01562 850661

Vice-President -Professor DavidWalker Willow Lodge,
3 Farlands Drive, Oldswinford, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 2DY
Telephone: 01384 373109 e-mail: d.s.walker@bham.ac.uk

Secretary - Steve Taylor 55 Lightwoods Road, Pedmore, Stourbridge,
West Midlands DY9 OTR
e-mail: stevetaylorgraphics@btconnect.com
Treasurer - David Edwards 7 Cypress Court, Oldnall Road,
Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY10 3HNe-mail: a14dne@hotmail.com
Membership Secretary - Rob Franks 58 Corser Street, Oldswinford,
Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 2DQ
e-mail: r.franks@blueyonder.co.uk

School Staff Representative - Andrew Hannah Old Swinford Hospital,
Heath Lane, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 1QX
Telephone: 01384 817300 e-mail: ahannah@oshsch.com

Ex-Officio Member - Paul Kilbride Headmaster, Old Swinford Hospital.
Telephone: 01384 817300 e-mail: headmaster@oshsch.com

Communications Secretary - Tim Bailey
e-mail: timothybailey@oshofa.com
www.facebook.com/groups/oldfoleyansassociation
Committee Members
Eric Hickman, John Partridge, George Partridge, John Whiting

DATES FOr YoU DIARY
Annual Dinner

Saturday 9th April 2016
Leavers' Party

Friday 27th May 2016
Annual General Meeting

8.00pm Monday 20th June 2016
Great Nitley Carol Service

3.00pm Saturday 3rd December 2016
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Menbers of the 6ih torn requesdthe
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to be held at Ochool on 30m NovÉMséR 14Mt

For all those
budding John Travolta's in the 70's!

Old Swinford Scout Troop 1930's.



FROM THE '60's
An interesting article about Old Swinford Hospital in 1968

Old Swinford Hospital Scbool at Stourbridge, wbich celebrated its
tercentenary last yea, is today a "voluntaryaided tecbnical second-
ary school"for both boarders and dayboys, with bigh bopes of being
integrated into the proposed new pattern of education without loss
of identity or status. Here, we look at the scbool's unique back-
ground (hospital bad a different meaning tbree centuries ago) and
at the reasonsfor itspresent air of optimism

The School that

A group of sixthformers in the chemistry laboratory with the bead
of the chemistry department, Mr B. Kennedy (second from lef).
BelowSixtb-formers at private study in theschool's library Ata time when the structure and nature of our stateschoolsare

under close scrutiny prior to reorganisation on comprehensive
lines, Old Swinford Hospital School at Stourbridge occupies a
position that must seem enviable to many heads concerned
about the future of their own establishments. For, if the pro-
posed county plans for change receive official approval, its
seems likely that Old Swinford - at present catering for 230
boarders and 130 day boys - will not only retain its identity and
escape any dramatic change, but will also have a most welcome
opportunity for development.
As the plan stands at the moment, the school would cater for
the thirteen to eighteen age group, thus having a three-torm
instead of a two-form entry, and retain its emphasis on
technical education. It is possible, too, that it vwould also become
purely a boarding school, as it was, in fact, until 1952.
Founder in 1667 by Thomas Foley, a local ironmaster and coal
Owner, for the purpose of "teaching poor children to read and
write and set them apprentices", Old Swinford Hospital School
has maintained, taught and often clothes hundreds of boys
through more than two and a half centuries. Some, in earlier
days might have received little or no education at all, and in
more recent years the advantages of a boarding school have
benefited many boys from poor or broken homes. In fact, until
comparatively recently, the school catered almost exclusively tor
poor children, and only fifty years ago pupils were, in the woras



Foley Founded

of the headmaster, Mr. L. W. Sheppard, "scrubbing the floors
as they might have done in an orphanage. We even have visits
form old boys who can remember it," he said.
At the time of the First World War, the school had some 160
boarders - no day boys - but this number declined during the
years of the depression and the Second World War, until 1951,
when Mr. Sheppard took over, there were only ninety
boarders. At about this time, however, radical changes
occurred in the administration of Old Swinford. Although the
Foundation is a wealthy one, it was felt that in the light of the
increasing costs of education and maintenance, some changes
were needed. Consequently, the Feoffees - the body
responsible for administering the negotiations, the school was
accepted under the terms of the 1944 Education Act, as a
"voluntary-aided school".
This new status - which has been responsible for the school's
subsequent development - meant that the cost of tuition of
pupil would be met by local authorities, and maintenance
costs would be paid by parents, except in cases of hardship or
necessity when the fees would be paid by a local authority or
by other bodies such as the Forces. At the same time it was
agreed that the school would become a technical secondary
school for Stourbridge and accept a percentage of day boys. As
a result of these changes, Old Swinford became one of the
very few voluntary aided schools in the country with a

Tbe scbool from the east. Tbe building on the left is that of the original
scbool, while on the rigbt is a later addition intended to be a copY
Architecturaly it was not altogether successful. Inset an old engraving
of the scbool as it was in the early nineteenth century: Externally this
building remains virtually unchanged today

substantial number of boarders; in most other instances the
number of day boys far outweighs the number of boarders,
and Mr. Sheppard was asked to write a report on the school
for consideration by the recentNevwsomCommission on Public
Schools.

"We have been described, " he comments, "as a blueprint for
what the public school of the future may become." And it is
certainly true that Old Swinford now draws its pupils form
a very broad cross-section of the community - from
deprived homes where boarding school education may be
recommended by social workers, from the homes of
servicemen and those living in remote rural areas, and from
professional middle-class homes where parents wish their sons
to attend boarding school but are unable to afford the very
high fees of most public schools. "Today," says Mr. Sheppard,
"we have the sons of majors and squadron leaders, and the
sons of corporals and sergeants. Where the children of N.C.0's
once trailed round with their families, there is now a demand
for better sort of education."



The successful growth of Old Swinford since 1951 is certainly
proof of the continuing demand among parents for boarding
school education for their sons. Although some pupils come
from as far afield as Kent and Norfolk, seventy per cent are
from Worcestershire. Maintenance fees at present are £180 a
year. "Many parents are prepared to pay this because they
believe that boarding school education gives their sons
greater self confidence and they know too, that the boys will
probably get on better academically. I believe we a fulfiling a
need," commented Mr. Sheppard. And it is, one feels, true
that many parents, concerned about the social conflicts facing
their children at day schools, have come to appreciate the
value of a boarding school where discipline and environment
help to endure greater concentration on study.
At present boys are taken into Old Swinford at eleven,
following the eleven-plus examination, although a certain
flexibility prevails about the actual results. In the event of
abolition of eleven-plus selection, admission will be deter-
mined by the reports of the various head teachers because not
all boys are suitable for a boarding school,' he says.
In view of the schools's emphasis on technical education, boys
are expected to show some aptitude for practical work, and
the curriculum includes rural sciences, wood work, metal-work
and technical drawing.
Only one language - French - is taught, and there is no Latin.
Although Old Swinford is not intended to provide a highly
academic education, there has been a steady increase in the
standard of work during the past few years, and today there
is a sixth form of fifty boys studying for their advanced levels.
In the last year, some twelve boys have been interviewed for
university places, and the school looks forward to the day
when it will send its first pupil to Oxford or Cambridge.
Although this may not seem impressive compared with the
results of some grammar schools, it should, in fact, be remem-
bered that Old Swinford secured its first university place only
five years ago.
Under Mr. Sheppard, Old Swinford has established a link with
the Anglican Grammar School in Lagos, Nigeria, and former
head boy, Michael Harper, recently spent a year there. At
present two African boys from LagosSchool - A. N. Sofoluwe
and Alaja Brwone are at Old Swinford studying for their
"A" levels.
The school plays rugby football as well as soccer, with the
emphasis on the former; athletics are particularly strong and
in the past, the school has had an unbeaten record in county
events. Both the Scout movement and the Cadet Force are
well supported, although - unlike someschools - there is no
compulsion for sixth-formers to be members. Recently, a

The scbool bas a large and mod
ern gynnasium. Mr R. Milner:
master in charge of physical
education (centre), is seen bere
instructing boys from class 1B

right Tbe present beadmaster;
M: L. W. Sbeppard, MB.E, MA.
"We bave been described as a
blueprint for wbat the public
school of the future nay
become," be says

below left A Frencb lesson in progress for boys of form 1A. Standing at
the back of the class is MrA. VKent, the French master

below Tbe scbool's main sport is rugby football,
altbougb for tbose wbo prefer it, soccer is played as
well. Apart from extensive sports fields adjoining
tbe school, a mumber of additional football pitches
are sited a short distance away. Boys of the first
forms are seen bere putting in some passing
practice on the ruggerfield.



Considerableemplbasis is given to tecbnical subjects, as was the wish of
TbomasFole;, the school's founder, in 1677. Today there are nmerous
wellequițppedand up-todate worksbops and laboratories. Boys of the
fourtb form areseen rigbt learning the principles of metalwork from Mr
LIRutterMetal-work is one of three optional subjects, the otbers being
w0odworkand gardening. Some of the boys wbo chose the latter are seen
above in the schools greenbouse, witlh Mr R. Higgins, the rural science
maste, in the centre

right Tbe school's catering staff work in well-equipped kitchens and
preparenot only lunches for the wbole scbool but also otber meals for the
tuo bundred and thirty boarders. In this picture, Mrs.K. Parsons, the
catering supervisor (second from lef), watches as three of ber staff
preparevegetablesfor lunch

below Tbe Combined Cadet Force is open to boys over fourteen years of
age.Tbereare both army and RA.F sections and each attends an annual
camp.Youngerboys bave the opportunity of joining the school scout troop.
Botborganisationsbave ample opportunity for adventure training.

cottage in the Black Mountains was acquired, and up to
twelve boys can visit it each weekend. "It has proved very
popular, particularly among our biologists who have been
able to do field work," Mr. Sheppard said.
loday, part of the original school building still stands, as the
Centrepiece of numerous later additions, and Old Swinford is
Tortunate in having extensive grounds for any re-building
and development that may be necessary in the future. "In
particular," says Mr. Sheppard, "the school would like to
provide study bedrooms for senior boys. We should like a
betterswimming pool too, The present one was built to mark
Queen Victoria's jubilee and is quite inadequate.
Mr. Sheppard, who is only the fourteenth headmaster since
tne school's foundation. likes to show visitors the once

cobbled playground that not so long ago, was the boys' only
recreational area. In those days, too, they washed by a cold
tap outside. "In the past fifty years," he commented, "we
have seen the school change from an orphanage into an
educational establishment." And it is indeed interesting to
read the report of Mr. J. Anderson, headmaster in 1865: "of
the eleven boys admitted last midsummer, six were ten years
of age or more and only two below nine; who of those above
ten did not know the alphabet and could not count to a
sCore; only three could say the multiplication table in a toler-
able fashion; and although above half of them could repeat
more or less of the Catechism, not one of them could give a
decent answer to the most simple and elementary questions
on Scripture or the Catechism." The Old Swinford of 1968 is a
far cry from the school of Mr. Anderson's day.



ANNUAILGENERALMEETING 2016

Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of the Old Foleyans' Association
to be held in the Feoffees Parlour, Barn Block, Old Swinford Hospital on

Monday 20th June 2016, commencing at 8.00pm

Nominations from paid up members of the Association for committee members are to
be received in writing no later than Monday 6th June 2016, with the prior written consent

of the nominee, then sent to:
Steve Taylor, OFA Secretary, 55 Lightwoods Road,
Pedmore, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY9 0TR or
e-mail stevetaylorgraphics@btconnect.com

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION & CHANGE OFADDRESS

Please use the following form for change of address or to become a member.
Only life membership is available at £100.00.

Please make cheque/postal orders payable to The Old Foleyans' Association.
Please post to: Rob Franks, Membership Secretary, Old Foleyans' Association,

58 Corser Street, Oldswinford, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 2DQ

Title

Postcode

Tel:

Year Started

Full Boarder

Year Left

Upper Sixth Year Weekly Boarder Day Student

Sactogût OLD FOLEYANS
ASSOCIATION

Full name

Address

E-mail address

House

MEMORABILIAORDER FORM
QuantityItem

Life Membership

OFA Tie (polyester)

OFA Tie (silk)

OFA Bow Tie

OFA SCarf

OFA Polo Shit (Pleasestatesize)

OFA WVW1 & WW2 Remembered Books

OFA Print (unframed 680mm x 400mm)

TOTAL (The above prices include postage & packing)

Price

£100

£14

£20

£12

£5

£18

£7

£18

Amount
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