


The final week of term 

was a musical bonanza.  

Saturday 3rd December 

was the eagerly 

awaited service of 

lessons and carols at St 

Michael’s Church, Great 

Witley.  For our new 

year 7 choristers, and 

those pupils in Year 8 

who were unable to 

attend last year due to 

the restrictions, this 

was a truly special 

event.  

Tuesday evening of the 

final week of term saw 

the well ventilated 

Foleyan centre host our 

first whole school 

concert since before 

the pandemic began.  

The evening’s 

repertoire was 

particularly 

Christmassy, with a 

debut for Mary did You 

Know?; a rousing 

rendition of O Holy 

Night; the welcome 

return of Jingle Bells 

performed by our 

xylophonists; God Rest 

Ye performed by our 

saxophonists; finally, 

Big Bang swung, with 

aplomb, into Santa 

Claus is Coming to 

Town.  They repeated 

this showstopper on 

Wednesday lunchtime 

during and impromptu 

Christmas 

flashmob/singalong in 

the hall.  Here, Slade 

and Mariah Carey 

proved to be amongst 

the more popular 

artists whose songs 

were sung.

Congratulations are 

due to all of our 

musicians and well 

done, in particular, to

those who have been 

able to keep up with 

their scales and 

arpeggios, sight 

reading and studies for 

their music 

examinations.  So to 

Erune, Zayd and 

Joachim, who have just 

been awarded their 

grades 3, 5 and 5 

respectively, we say 

keep up the good 

work!!

https://twitter.com/music_osh




This term CCF has been

parading with 40 new Year 9

cadets, whilst 20 cadets in

senior years have continued

from last year. This meant

that the November 11th

march past, where the salute

was taken by the

Headmaster and Professor

Walker, President of the Old

Foleyans’ Association, was

one of our best in terms of

sheer numbers. The cadets

were also excellently drilled

by their instructors, and we

were delighted this term to

welcome Mrs Wakefield and

Mrs Wheeler to the

instructors’ team, which is

itself excellently led by

Captain Till and Major

Thompson.

The term has been a little

disrupted, however. Firstly

Covid; then storm Arwen;

finally, a unit of Her Majesty’s

Royal Marines bumped our

cadets of their adventure

training residential camp in

Snowdonia. (Surely marines

don’t need bunks!)

Nevertheless, 8 cadets

attended the recent Brigade

Military Skills event. This

would normally be a

competition but, due to the

virus, it was decided by the

Cadet Training Team (CTT) to

turn it into a training event.

The training was first class

and up-to-date, and some of

the systems we used were

also new to cadets, which

made the event even more

special. We also hone our

shooting skills on our range,

which is safe from the

inclement weather, buried as

it is deep under the ground

here at OSH.

At the end of term, we were

delighted to be awarded a

silver award from the

Ministry of Defence’s

Employer Recognition

Scheme in recognition of our

commitment to the Armed

Forces.

Some upcoming events for

the contingent:

❖ Saturday 15 Jan: CCF

Field Training Day at

Hagley Woods.

❖ Fri-Sun 21-23 Jan:

Adventure Training

Weekend (Yr 10 and

above) at North Wales.

❖ Sun 30 Jan: Military

Intelligence Comp

❖ Saturday 5 Feb: CCF Field

Training Day at Hagley

Woods.

❖ Sat & Sun 5-6 Mar:

Brigade Shooting Comp

at Kingsbury Ranges.

❖ Fri-Sun 18-20 Mar: CCF

Field Weekend at

Nesscliffe Training Area.

❖ Fri-Sun 01-03 Apr:

Brigade Military Skills

Comp at Swynnerton.

❖ Monday 04 April: Flying

(Half day for 8 cadets) at

RAF Cosford.

https://twitter.com/OshCcf




The Sports Department has 

braved the challenging weather 

and navigated the virus this 

term, in order to support a 

number of fixtures across 

rugby, football, hockey, netball 

and basketball.

The first XV have played 11 and 

won 9 and it has been really 

good to see some of our Year 

11 students making their 

debuts for the firsts.  The 

seconds have had a few of their 

games cancelled since early 

November and are looking 

forward to picking up from 

their recent win at Adams’s in 

the new year.  Rugby 

enthusiasm is quite tangible 

every day on top field, and Year 

7 is particularly well 

represented with over 60 boys 

attending training on a regular 

basis.

We have also decided to hold 

an U14 sevens tournament in 

March in memory of Tom Mole. 

The Tom Mole Memorial 

Invitational Sevens will be hotly 

contested by rugby playing 

schools each year.

Girls’ netball has also seen 

regular practices and some 

hotly contested fixtures.  The 

juniors made a real impact at 

Dodderhill.  The senior team 

had a particularly successful 

attendance at Wolverhampton 

Grammar School’s netball 

tournament in early December, 

finishing 2nd and 4th out of 8 

teams.

Beyond their participation in 

junior netball fixtures, our Year 

7 sportswomen have also 

participated and won a schools’ 

rugby sevens competition 

hosted by OSH, and it will be 

interesting to see the direction 

in which girls’ rugby develops 

over the coming years.  Girls’ 

football practice, led by ex-

Wolves midfielder Dale Rudge, 

is very well attended and we 

are looking forward to seeing 

them play their first 

competitive fixtures in the 

spring.  

No sports round up is compete 

without a mention of the 

hockey teams, who have 

enjoyed their return to the pre-

Covid fixture list.  The U15s 

managed a win over KES 

Birmingham and offer their 

congratulations to Nathan and 

Dan who have been called up 

to the Worcestershire squad.  

The seniors have had a mixed 

bag of results, which is what 

they were expecting, and the 

matches have been incredibly 

close and often decided by a 

single goal.  Highlights include 

the wins against KES and 

Wolverhampton Grammar.  

Congratulations also to Theo, 

who has been called up to the 

Shropshire U17 squad.

Duke of Edinburgh, meanwhile, 

has had the kind of term we 

were all hoping for and has 

emerged from the Covid 

disruption with bigger numbers 

than ever before at both Bronze 

and Gold.  Onwards and 

upwards! 

https://twitter.com/OSH_Sport




This year two Art stories are

of particular attention.

Firstly, the junior artists have

been busy making some

stunning Christmas lanterns.

Made from jam jars, the

ever-inventive Art

Department has taught

pupils how to convert them

into Christmas lanterns.

These stunning additions to

the Christmas aesthetic have

been gift wrapped for those

lucky enough to receive

them on Christmas morning.

Secondly, Miss Billington,

who is an artist in her own

right and who has a real

interest in and commitment

to the environment and

sustainability, has her work

currently on display at the

Oxo Gallery in London. The

exhibition ends with a charity

auction where all proceeds

will be given to the

conservation charity

Explorers Against Extinction.

Patrons of this charity

include Sir Ranulph Fiennes

and Colonel John Blashford-

Snell. Miss Billington’s sea

turtle is on proud display

and is making its own

contribution to a very worthy

cause.





Tech Club has been busy this

term. Pupils have been

designing, developing and

producing a number of

artefacts.

Pupils have been using their

CAD skills to design and

make acrylic key rings which

have been cut out on our

laser cutter; they have made

some spectacular Christmas

baubles; they have designed

and produced aerodynamic

drones; finally, they have

produced a trophy – the

Hideous Trophy – to be

presented to teachers who

take part in lunchtime

seminars and training!

David Hopwood, Director of

Hopwood Design and

Creative Studios, recently

came into OSH to talk to

Sixth Form students about

potential career paths, but he

could not be anything other

than impressed when he saw

the creative and innovative

work of the junior pupils as

well.







Christmas in our boarding 

houses was merry and 

bright, and each house had 

a Christmas party to mark 

the end of term.  Boarders’ 

and their house staff were 

able to request food 

favourites from Mr Teale 

and the catering team.  So 

it was that hog roasts, 

home made pizza (from 

our pizza ovens) and party 

foods fuelled the boys and 

girls before they took part 

in a number of festive 

activities, including the 

Headmaster’s quiz, Foster 

dodgeball and the Foley 

House Sprout Eating 

Competition.  Off site, 

boarders have enjoyed 

rounding up the term with 

a carting excursion and a 

visit to the cinema –

alongside the chance to do 

some last minute Christmas 

shopping. 



Maths competitions have

occupied the lateral and

logical thinking of our GCSE

and A Level Maths students

in recent weeks.

Thirteen Sixth Form students

participated in the national

Senior Maths Challenge at

the end of November,

winning two golds, two

silvers and five bronzes,

which is no mean feat. Esah

and Georgi then qualified for

the Maths Kangaroo, which

took place on December 3rd,

and we await their results

with eager anticipation.

Congratulations are also due

to Mr Nardella’s lunchtime

FMSQ Year 11 group who are

making great strides

forwards in their

preparations for undertaking

Further Maths next year in

the Sixth Form. With this in

mind, and for those

enthusiastic mathematicians

reading this page, we attach

a Maths problem from the

predecessors of our current

team and who set this one

back in 1959.

See the ‘Fallacy’ (to the right)

and we wish you luck!



Tuesday November 30th saw

the much vaunted clash of

the senior and junior

debating teams confront

each other over the motion:

‘This House would abolish

schools.’ Arguments raged,

ping-ponging back and forth

under the keen stewardship

of Krzysztof and the stern

chairing of Georgi.

The argument for children’s

rights to an education were

countered by the postulation

that schools were inherently

undemocratic and

authoritarian constructs; the

value of socialization and

humanization through

schools was contested

through reference to the

alternative provision found at

local clubs and societies as

well as home schooling;

finally, conformity and

homogeneity were pitched

against individuality and

individualism. In the end, the

seniors (the opposition)

edged it

Junior debating club did

spend a little time preparing

for this one, however, given

the vast experience and

collective cool of the seniors.

In order to make the step up,

the Year 7-9 debaters were

put through their paces at a

series of lunchtime debates

this term where the highlights

have included: this House

believes that Homer Simpson

is the greatest American of all

time; this House would rather

be green than red; this House

believes that men are sexually

discriminated against; and

this House would legalise all

firearms.

We are lucky at OSH to have

such effective and

enthusiastic speakers. We

currently have two Old

Foleyans in Parliament, so

maybe we will see a third

before too long!?!





This term, OSH began its

association with a new

partner school. The Dunhua

Junior High School in Tapei

(where Mandarin is the

official language) has a class

of Year 7 age equivalent

pupils writing postcards to us

in English, whilst our Year 7

pupils reply in Mandarin.

Most recently, they pupils

have been wishing one

another a merry Christmas!

This term has been an historic

one for Mandarin at OSH

because our first GCSE

Mandarin group has

commenced its examination

programme. We are also

looking forward to a new

colleague joining the

department after Christmas.

Yinyin Zhao flies over from

Hangzhou in the new year,

and has learned her English

accent from watching the full

6 seasons of Downton Abbey.

We wish her a safe journey

over here and look forward to

meeting her soon.



OSH teacher Dr Jane McGee is not only a published textbook author, she now has 

a collaborative Christmas hit (of the literary kind) to her name.  To do this, Dr 

McGee has teamed up with Simone Carter, Station Manager at Stourbridge

Junction train station, and Harriet Armstrong, medical photographer and 

publisher of Stumpy Cat books.  

'Rock around the clock' is a rhyming picture book which helps children learn to 

tell the time by reading and looking at illustrations which feature George, a cat 

who lives at Stourbridge Junction Station. 

Stourbridge Junction, with the help of George, recently won the ‘World Cup of 

Railway Stations’ 2021, beating 2,000 other stations to the award. 

The book is priced at £5.00 and 100% of net sales are divided equally between 

two local charities: Stray Cat Rescue West Midlands and Birmingham Children's 

Hospital https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rock-Around-Clock-Harriet-Armstrong/dp/B09CRW395D

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rock-Around-Clock-Harriet-Armstrong/dp/B09CRW395D
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